
The Man in the Sea Memorial (TM)
 Mounument honors the contributions 
of all military divers and will be sited 
 in the location of the original Navy 
Diving School and Diving Tower at 
the Washington Navy Yard.  The memorial design 
takes advantage of being adjacent to the Anacostia 
River and at a major pedestrian crossroads.

The proposed memorial design will harmoniously blend 
curvilinear paving patterns, an integrated water fea-
ture and overhead canopy sculptures to evoke the 
feeling of “the other blue frontier.”

The promenade along the Anacostia River is designed 
to be a transition between the water’s edge and the 
memorial.  The monumental stairs provide a place to sit 
as well as providing a separation of the promenade 
from the elevated area of the memorial, where the 
statue is poised above a cascading pool of water.  
The pool is linked to a three-foot water wall by a 
winding covered runnel with flowing water.

Native plantings of perennials and grasses soften the 
edges of the site and provide a sense of movement as 
well as year-round visual interest. 

A sense of enclosure is provided by  overhead brushed 
aluminum canopy sculptures that generate continuously 
shifting shadows to mimic sunlight streaming through the 
water.  A new drawbridge will be included in the 
design and will mirror the fluid form of the overhead 
canopy sculptures.

The memorial design ties into the existing Conference 
Center facility and creates a seamless transition be-
tween the two areas.  The existing security fence will 
be been realigned and will maintain pedestrian access 
into the Washington Navy Yard.  By re-stripping the 
parking lot the overall parking count will remain the 
same.
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